
 

CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 

SPECIAL MEETING 
June 06, 2022 

 

  City Council of the City of Ephrata, Grant County Washington conducted a 

Special Meeting on June 06, 2022.  The meeting was called to order at 5:00 p.m. by 

Mayor Bruce Reim. 

 

Members Present: Mayor Bruce Reim, Mayor Pro Tem William Coe, Council 

members Kathleen Allstot (5:11), Kathleen Harris, Valli Millard, 

Matt Moore and Tony Mora 

 

Staff Present: City Attorney Anna Franz,  Public Works Director Bill Sangster, 

and City Clerk/Finance Director Leslie Trachsler 

 

Development Moratorium:  Mayor Reim presented Ordinance 22-10 to Council 

adopting a six-month moratorium on the acceptance of applications for subdivisions in 

residential zones and governmental, commercial, or industrial developments requiring 

new utility connections in the City of Ephrata and establishing an immediate effective 

date.   

 

New development has recently accelerated with indications of substantially more planned 

for the future which could significantly strain the City’s ability to provide governmental 

services.  This moratorium will allow the time necessary to perform a review of the 

development regulations and concurrency capacity.  This is just taking a pause.  The 

moratorium would be for six months and can be rescinded at any time. 

 

Council discussion ensued regarding the effects of passing this ordinance.   

 

Counsel advised that the moratorium would not apply to an existing commercial site that 

is being re-developed or to the new development applications that have already been 

accepted.   

 

When the last update on the Comp Plan was done in 2018, the City was not seeing any 

new growth and it had been a long period since we had.  But now, with the 

unprecedented new developments there’s a need to re-address and go back to the comp 

plan and re-build the foundation; to evaluate the impacts on emergency services, traffic 

flow, water and sewer sufficiency; to re-forecast future needs in these areas; to develop  



mitigation plans – what happens when a water well goes down in the middle of the 

summer; to be more pro-active in planning for these types of concerns. 

 

Council discussed limiting the moratorium to residential developments only.  

Commercial developments could potentially have a larger impact on city services.  It was 

reiterated that this moratorium is a short term remedy, can be lifted by Council before the 

six month period is over, and that it takes corporations longer than six month to make a 

decision on where they are going to build a new structure. 

 

Approval of this ordinance will give the City the opportunity to re-evaluate the 

development regulations and concurrency capacity to assure that future developments 

will be able to come to Ephrata. 

 

Motion to approve and accept Ordinance No. 22-10 adopting a six-month moratorium on 

the acceptance of applications for subdivisions in residential zones and governmental, 

commercial, or industrial developments requiring new utility connections in the City of 

Ephrata and establishing an immediate effective date. (m/s Millard/Coe)  Council 

discussion, motion carried.  

 

Meeting adjourned at 6:03 p.m. 

 

 

 

_______________________________________ 

                                          Bruce Reim, Mayor  

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

_________________________________ 

Leslie Trachsler, City Clerk 


